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DEFINITION 
Name Race Code Table 

Description 

This document contains the basis for the creation of a race data code table standard for the 
classification of people based upon ancestry and/or national-origin. Currently, the Census 
Bureau and others consider race to be a socio-political construct, not a scientific or 
anthropological one. Race categories include national origin groups as well. 

Rationale 

Provides a set of guidelines in which race elements can be uniformly defined, coded and 
maintained thereby allowing integration and interaction between state systems within 
Missouri. The code table does NOT address all ancestry issues or types. Ancestry refers to 
a person's ethnic origin or descent, "roots," heritage, or the place of birth of the person, the 
person's parents, or their ancestors before their arrival in the United States. Some ethnic 
identities, such as Egyptian or Polish, can be traced to geographic areas outside the United 
States, while other ethnicities such as Cajun evolved in the United States.  

Benefits • Provides a standard for classifying and coding race data within the state of Missouri 
• Eliminates numerous variations each state agency may use when defining race data 

ASSOCIATED ARCHITECTURE LEVELS 
Specify the Domain Name Information  

Specify the Discipline Name Data Management 
Specify the Technology Area 
Name Enterprise Code Tables 

Specify the Product Component 
Name       

COMPLIANCE COMPONENT TYPE 
Document the Compliance 
Component Type Standard 

Component Sub-type       

COMPLIANCE DETAIL 

State the Guideline, Standard or 
Legislation 

State agencies shall use the following minimum categories and associated 
values for the race descriptions and codes:  
 
           Race Code        Race Description

100              White            
200             Black or African American 
300             American Indian/Alaska Native 

 
                      500             Asian 
                      600             Native Hawaiian/Pacific Islndr 
                      700             Other Single Race 
 
 
For the related element definition standards see Compliance Component Race 
and Ethnicity Element Standard. 
 



If business requirements for null value specifications are to isolate the difference 
between a legitimate null value and a missing value, then a separate column 
should be defined utilizing the codes (NullCode) defined in the Compliance 
Component Data Element Definition Standard to add characterizations for the 
data when it is defined as null. 
 
In the collection of information, the revised standards require, among other 
things, that agencies offer individuals the opportunity to select one or more races 
when reporting information on race in data collections.  
 
In relating to Census data the first digit of the code is comparable across years 
(1850-2000), with the exception of the residual "other" category, which contains 
any race not listed explicitly in the available data in a given year.  
 
Full ancestry, race, and hispanic coding schemas are available from the Census 
Bureau if the business requirements of the agency require it.  These can be 
found at: http://www.census.gov/population/www/cen2000/SF4-race.html#5

Document Source Reference # 

      OMB Bulletin No. 00-02: Guidance on Aggregation and Allocation of Data 
on Race for Use in  Civil Rights Monitoring and Enforcement
This Bulletin also provides guidance on how agencies can allocate multiple-race 
responses for use in civil rights monitoring and enforcement. 

Compliance Sources 
Name Office of Management and Budget Website www.whitehouse.gov/omb

 

Contact Information OMB Bulletin No. 00-02 –  
http://www.whitehouse.gov/omb/bulletins/b00-02.html

Name MO Multi-Agency Data Dictionary Website www.oit.mo.gov

Contact Information       

Name U.S. Bureau of the Census Website www.census.gov
 

Contact Information      http://www.census.gov/population/www/cen2000/SF4-race.html#5

KEYWORDS 
List Keywords      Race, White, Black, African American, Hawaiian, Pacific Islander, Asian, 

American Indian, Alaska Native, Chinese, Japanese, Multiracial 

COMPONENT CLASSIFICATION 
Provide the Classification  Emerging      Current      Twilight     Sunset 

 Sunset Date       

COMPONENT SUB-CLASSIFICATION 
Sub-Classification Date Additional Sub-Classification Information 
  Technology Watch             

  Variance             

  Conditional Use             

Rationale for Component Classification 
Document the Rationale for 
Component Classification 

The Race component will standardize the manner in which the race data 
elements are captured and stored with the database.  This allows for fluent and 
accurate interchange of common data elements between state agencies.   

http://www.census.gov/population/www/cen2000/SF4-race.html#5
http://www.whitehouse.gov/omb
http://www.whitehouse.gov/omb/bulletins/b00-02.html
http://www.oit.gov/
http://www.census.gov/
http://www.census.gov/population/www/cen2000/SF4-race.html#5


Migration Strategy 

Document the Migration Strategy 

Missouri State Interagency Migration Strategy 
Agencies shall adhere to this standard when sharing common data elements. 
Inter-governmental Migration Strategy 
Agencies creating new applications should attempt to adhere to the data 
elements standards when defining the data definitions unless it conflicts with 
their business requirements. 

Impact Position Statement 
Document the Position Statement 
on Impact   

CURRENT STATUS 
Provide the Current Status  In Development      Under Review  Approved     Rejected 

AUDIT TRAIL 
Creation Date 05-23-2005 Date Approved / Rejected 8/9/05 

 Reason for Rejection       

Last Date Reviewed       Last Date Updated       

 Reason for Update       

 
 


